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In the same letter lie made an allusion to a difference be-
tween the governmental systems of the United States and
England which called out an interesting comment from
Trevelyan. The President wrote:

'' There is one point of inferiority in our system to yours
which has been very little touched upon, and that is the way
in which the Presidential office tends to put a premium
upon a man's keeping out of trouble rather than upon his
accomplishing results. If a man has a very decided char-
acter, has a strongly accentuated career, it is normally the
case of course that he makes ardent friends and bitter
enemies; and unfortunately human nature is such that more
enemies will leave their party because of enmity to its head
than friends will come in from the opposite party because
they think well of that same head. In consequence, the
dark horse,' the neutral-tinted individual, is very apt to win
against the man of pronounced views and active life. The
electorate is very apt to vote with its back to the future!
Now all this does not apply to the same extent with your
Prime Minister. It is not possible for the politicians to
throw over the real party leader and put up a dummy or
some gray-tinted person under your system'; or at least,
though perhaps it is possible, the opportunity and the
temptation are much less."

To this Trevelyan replied under date of November 10,
1904:

"With regard to what you say of the difference between
us and you in the selection of the man who is to govern, I
should express it by saying that in America the country
elects the ruler, and in England the country elects the
party/9

Eeferring to the visit of John Morley to the White
House, a short time previous, Trevelyan wrote in the same
letter:

"There is much for which you are to be envied; and
among other things, for having John Morley as a guest.